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Our Stories Matter



Why?





We need to take responsibility for our decisions 
today because we are the future ancestors.



The Basics

Health impacts (e.g. 
mould)

Inappropriate design of homes 
and community cause stress on 
members, leading to problems of 
substance abuse, homelessness 
and suicide

Strain on existing infrastructure from 
overcrowding and poor quality of 
construction

Statics are not accurate 
in the field of 
Indigenous Housing

Shortage of 35,000-85,000 
houses 

AFN predicts a backlog of 
130,000 houses between 2010-
2031

Things are predicted to get worse, not 
better!



The time is NOW!



The Possibilities



Form, Function and 
FEASIBILITY



We believe Housing can be 
a CATALYST for self-
determination – how?
• Breaking and rebuilding ‘bonds’ between 

people, administrative departments, resource 
sectors and the environment,

• Creating an environment that supports 
individual and community well-being

• View housing as part of a network of 
community assets



There is a lot going on!
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Priority of Federal Gov’t

Asset Categories

A. Community infrastructure

B. Contaminated sites

C. Education buildings

D. Housing

E. Water and Wastewater 
management

Priority Action Areas

1. Protection of health and safety 
as well as assets

2. Health and safety 
improvements 

3. Recapitalization and major 
maintenance

4. Growth



3 Pillars of Housing Development

Homelands

PeopleGovernance



3 Pillars of Housing Development

Homelands

PeopleGovernance

Labour 
Pool

Policy and 
Planning

Partnerships 
and 

Collaboration

Financing

Natural 
Resources

- Indigenous Guardians (Conservation Initiatives)
- Value Added Forestry Enterprises

- Forest Tenure Development
- Forestry Management
- Land Use Planning

- Housing Authority
- Housing Strategies

Baseline 
Assessment



3 Pillars of Housing Development

Homelands

PeopleGovernance

How can/does each 
of these pillars 
contribute to the 
construction/maint
enance of healthy 
homes in my 
community?



A Vision of Wellbeing

Wellbeing is a joyous and holistic experience of vitality in 
which we feel energized, comfortable, connected and 

inspired. Our personal wellbeing is cultivated by all the 
unconditionally kind, wise and compassionate choices we 
make to nurture our health and happiness. These choices 

encompass our thoughts and our actions, our self talk and our 
speech, the foods we eat, the ways we care for our bodies, 

and the support we provide for ourselves and others.
~Meredith Gaston
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Health and Wellbeing 
of Homelands

• Connection to land

• Choices as individuals, 
communities and nations

• Caring for land and people

Tsilhqot’in National Government Homelands



A Housing 
Eco-System –
The IHH 
Approach

Full accounting of all assets within the 
system

• Natural resources

• Governance structures

• Human resources

• Institutions

• Economic development opportunities

Prioritize community-defined indicators of 
well-being (e.g. connection, choice, caring)

Support Nation-building agenda (self-
determination, harmonization etc)



This is my house/ This is my home


